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TOUS¢#¢Iles SYNODES N A- 
TIONAU®X des Egliles Reéfor- 
mées de France, c. mis au jour en deux 
Volumes par M. AY MON, Theolo- 
gien & Jurifconfulte Reforme. A Ia 
Haye. 1710. 


That is, A’ the National Synods of the Re- 
formed Churches of France, &c. publifh'd 
by MM AYMON. Hague, 1710. in 
Two Volumes, gto. If. Vol. pagg. 306. 
& 464. Id. Vol. pagg. 813. 


but having a great deal of Matter, that muft come 

into this Sheet, I rather chufe to put it by. Were 
J to give an Account of a Collection of Ancient Coun- 
cils, the Readers would doubtlefs expeé that I fhould 
take Notice of the mott Curious and moft Remarkable 
Canons : I fhall therefore obferve the fame Method in 
the following Extraé&. The National Synods of the Re- 
formed Churches of France, afford a great many Paflages, 
that deferve to be communicated to the Readers. Some- 
times I fhall only give the Subftance of a Synodal De- 
cree; and fometimes I hall fet down the Decree it felf 
in the Words of the Original. The Ift. Synod 
was held in the Year 1559; and the XXIXth, which is 
the laft, inthe Year 166>. 


l Defign’d to prefix a long Preamble to this Extra& ; 


1? National Synod held at Paris in the Year 15 §9. 


1. Pon a Cafe propofed by the Minifter of Angers, 

L it was declared, That if a Papift fhould be be- 
trothed to a Woman, and then come to the Knowledge of 
God, he is not free from his Promife , tho’ the Woman 
refufes to marry in the Church of Ged. He muft therefore 
earneftly defire her to do it ; and if fhe will not confent 
to it, he ought to contain till the Bond be broke , either 
by the Marriage, or the Fornication of the faid betroth- 
ed Woman. The fame Advice bas been given by Mr. John 
Calvin. Pag. 8. 

2. The Minifter of Chatelleraut inform’d the Aflembly, 
That a Papift difliking che Oy1, Spittle, and other Cere- 
monies ufed in the Popifh Baptitm, made his Application 
to him, and defired him to baptize his Child. 1 he Que. 
ftion is, Whether he ought to do it? It being neceflary 


a 





t The whole Title may be feem im the 128th Page of 
thefe Memoirs. 


(fays the Synod) to examine whether the Children of 
Papifts fhould be admitted into the Church of God, after 
feveral Reafons alledg'd on both Sides, the Decifion of 
that Queftion was reterr’d toa larger Aflembly. Pag. 8. 
‘“ As for what has been faid by the Brother [ Mini« 

“ fter] of Portiers to that Man,who maintains, That aHere. 
‘“* tick ought not to be punifh’d as a Heretick, but as a 
“ Difturber of Political Order ; if he was guilty of no 
“ other Fault, he fhould be exhorted to make no Diftur. 
“ bance in the Church, and to behave himlelf with Hu- 
“ mility and the Fear of God : But he ought not to be 
‘* fufpended from the Communion upon fuca anAccount 
“ However, confidering the Circumftances, and amono 
‘« other Things, that he has proudly raifed himfelf sminit 
“ the Synod, and abufed the Minifters and the whole 
“* Confiftory , calling them Leaders of the Blind; and 
becaufe notwithftanding the Remonttrances made te 
‘him not to keep Company with a certain Heretick and 
“ Schilmatick , he has all along converfed with him ; 
“‘ we are of Opinion , that fuch a Man be cut off from 
“ the Affembly of the Faithful”. Pag. 8, 9. 

4. “ Upon the Queftion propofed by the Brother of 
“* St. Lo, it was declaicd, That cho’ che Priefts have no 
“ Righe to Tithes, yet they oughic to be paid, becaufe 
“ "tis the King’s Will, as being an indifferent Thin 
* and —— ae and Scandal”, Pag 11. es 

s. “ Upon the Second Queftion propote 
‘* Brother , it was faid , That when ; ecm one i 
‘ ther are excommunicated, their Child thall not be ads 
‘“* mitted to Baptifm, till the Father and Mother, or ihe 
“of the two, be reconciled to the Church , unless the 
“ faid Child be prefented by the Grandfather or Grand.« 
“smother; in which Cafe the Child thal] be baptized 
‘* becaufe itis their own Blood, and {prung fiom them”. 
Pag. 11. , 

6. It was decreed in this Synod, that tho’ Bj 
Officials and Archdeacons, prea! ends costete 
any Civil or Ecclefiaftical Jurifdi&tion ; yer, in Cafes 
purely Civil, the Faithful might make their Application 
to them, as it were to obtain a Favour from a Robber 


Pag. 12. 


I]d National Synod held at Poitiers in the 
Year 1560, 

1. In this Synod, the Lay-Elders were allowed to 
vote about Matters of Religion. “ When any Debate 
‘* or Contention arifes about Articles of Faith, or any 
** Doétrine, or Herefy, which cannot be decided by the 
‘“« Difputes of Minifters, in Genéral or Provincial Coun. 
“ cils; the Deacons and Elders, not exceeding the Num. 
“ ber of the Minifters, thall give their Votes about thofe 
* Points”. Pog. 17. 

2. It was decreed that Dancing-Mafters fhould be ex 
communicated, after feveral Warnings, efpecially by rea 
fon of their Obftinacy and Rebellion, Pag. 18. 
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189 JanuaRyY I7IT. 


- In anfwer to the Queftion relating to thofe who 

pes : ' -ke jt was faid, That Baptiim 
nas SoeD mpnted 3 19 a Calling. is of no Vae 

in} by 3 an WwW - ’ ; ‘ 

rea yA fince the Monks have no age a 
ther from the Reformed Churches , nor from ¢ *hé “ ft 
ohendie _ who have been baptized by Monks, oa by the 
baptized again, unlefs a Monk fhould yg a 4 oa 
People to preach eg in which Cafe the 

aparance of a Calling. 4Z. 20. ' 
aia te is Queftion ; Whether the Bread in the 
Lord's Supper might be adminiftred toa yh , wha 
drinks no Wine? It was aniwer'd in the “geet 
provided he made a nn that he would drink ict 
*C he could doit. Ibid. 
“ “e Oe Synod protefted againft the Council of Trent. 
“ The ¢ hurches of Paris, Orleans and Rouen, are a mer 
“ by the prefeat Synod, to proteft avaintt the opil Y 
“ Council that is now held at Trent, and to declare all 
“ their Decifions and Decrees to be void 3 and their Pro- 
“ teftation fhall be made by a Printed Book, or by a 
“ Verbal Remonftrance to the king , Of any other way 
“ they fhall think fic". Pag. 22. 


, e 7 
Thi. Nati nal Syn d held at Orleans im !nve 


1. “ The Minifters fhall fay no Prayers at a Burial, to 
“ prevent all manner of Superftition”. Pag.26. 

2. ‘ As for what conceras the Names given to Chil- 
dren at their Baprifm, the Minifters thall reject thote 
“ chat favour of Psgani{fm; nor {hall they give the 
‘© Names aferibed to God in the Holy Scripture, nor 
“ thofe that imply any Office, fuch as Baptif?, and Arcis- 
“angel, They fhall advile Fathers and Godfathers to 
‘pitch upon thofe Names that are to be found in the 


" Scripture”. Pag. 27. 


. . . - . 7 aA 
(Vth National Synod held at Lyons in the Year 


~ /, 
IyO3. 


+“ A Gentleman will have his Wife to receive the 
‘© Communion next to him, before all other Men, where- 
“ by he occafions a Difturbance in the Church : And 
‘¢ though it has been ordered by the Synod of Caen, that 
“ he fhould comply with the Cuftom eftablith’d in other 
Churches, where the Women go to the Communion- 
‘Table after the Men; yethe will not conform. Tis 
the Opinion of this Aflembly, that a Letter be writter. 
tohim, whereby he fhall be admonifh'd to behave him- 
felf with more tumility. p 43. 
2. “ A young Man promiles to marry a Woman, and 
protefts at feveral crimes in the Prefence of her Relari- 
ons, that he would not marry her, if fhe was nota 
‘“ Virgin. Her Relations affure him all along that fhe 1s 
“4 Maid; and fhe maintains it likewife. After this Pro. 
“ mife, he is informed that fhe was delivered of a Child 
“ Right Years before : Whereupon he asks, whether be 
is free from his Promife ; for he fays he has been de- 
‘ceived. Anfwer If it plainly appears that fhe has 
been guilty of Fornication, and he knew nothing of it 
before , the Aflembly is of Opinion thar he is at Li- 
berty to marry another Woman. p 44. 
3. * The Churches fhall be defired to make a faithful 
Collection of the moft remarkable Things that have 
happend in their Precin&ts, and to fend their Relations 
to our Brethren of Geneva with all poflible Speed. p. 47. 
See allo pag 121. Art. XIUI. 

ir appears from this Article, that the Hiftory of the 
Reformed Churches of France , written by Beza, was 
compoted from feveral Relations, that were fent to him . 
and therefore ‘tis no wonder he has been fo paiticular in 
deferibing the Rife and Growth of every Church. Thofe 
Relations enabled him to intert in his Hiftory a vait Num- 
ber of Curious Things, which he could not have known 
any other way. 
4. “* Mr. de Bexe fhall be defired to write in Latin and 
French the Caufes, and Proteftations of Nullity againtt 
the Council of Zxens ; and to fend them to the Mini- 
** fters who are at Court, to be prefented to the King. 
pag. 47 
5. “ The Churches fhall be informed , that there is a 
* Book lately publifh’d, with this Title, Advice to peer 


4s 


as 
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“France : Caftalio is faid to be the Author of it. Pics 
“ ¥véry dangerous Book ; and therefore every body ovche 
*““to-beware of it. pag. 45. 


Vth National Synod-beld at Parts, the 25th of D 
cember, 1565. 


1. This Synod condemned the Books of John de Morel; 
concerning the Policy and Difcipline of the Church, 4; 
containing pernicious and dangerous Opinions, Whereby 
he overthrew the Difcipline eftablifh’d in the Reformeg 
Charches of France according to the Word of God, “ For, 
“(fay the Fathers of that Council,) by alcribing the Go. 
‘““ vernment of the Chuseh co the People, he defigns ty 
“ introduce a popular Government full of Tumuie ang 
“ Confulion, which muft needs cccafion greatInconven;. 
** ences and Scandals. pag. 58. 

2.“ The Churches (in which Publick Prayers are 
“made in the Morning,on thofe days when there is noSer. 
‘mon, or every day inthe Evening ) fhal] be exhorted 
‘* to conform to thofe that have nor the fame Cuftom , jy 
“ order to avoid the Supérfticion and Carelelneis cha 
might arife from thence, and to prevent the Contemp t 
of Sermons, and Prayers which ought co be faid yy 
private Families. Befides, the ufe ot publick Prayers 
ought to be referved for the times of publick Afiig;. 
on, as an extraordinary Remedy, like a publick Fatt, 
the ule whereof ought not to be frequent. Wherefore 
the Minifters of thofe Churches, wherein "tis ulual 
have publick Prayers, fhall inform the People of the 
Reafon why they ought net to be to frequent, to re. 
move the Scandals and Complaints, which might be 
occafion’d by the Suppreflion of fuch a Cuftom ; and 
they thall carefully exhore every Houte-keeper to {ay 
Prayers at home every Morning and Evening. p 65,66, 
3. ** The Churches fhall be warn’d to beware ofa Book, 
written by Mr. de Moulin, and entitl’d , Unio quatue 
Evangel: flarum, becaufe it contains many Errors, con. 
cerning the Limbo, Free-will, the Sin againft the Holy 
Ghott, and the Lord’s-Supper, but particularly againf 
the Vocation of the Minifters of the Church , and the 
Ordec obferved in it- which he contermns and over. 
throws. All the Faithful fhall ikewife be warn‘d not 
to affiit at the Exhortations of the faid Sieur du Moulin, 
and at the Participation of the Sacraments, which he 
préfumes to Adminifter againft th: Ecclefiaftical On 
der of our Affemblies. pag. 7 
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Viti National S) nod held at \ ertueil im Angou- 
mois, in the Year x § 07. 


t. “* Upon this Queftion, Whether a Man Deaf and 
Dumb may be admitted to the Communion , whenhé 
fhews his Faith and Piety, as much as he can, by Signs 
or Geftures, and evident Tettimonies ; ’ris the Opini- 
on of the Synod that he may be admitted to the Lords 
Supper, when the Church , atter a long Experience of 
his regular Life, perceives that he has Faith , and is 
truly caught by God. pag. 76. 

2. I muft intorm the Readers, that there is at the end 
of many Synodsa Lift of Ramblers, ( Rolle des Coureurs, ) 
that is, Of Minifters degraded or expell’d from cheir 
Churches, for their loofe Vrinciples, heretical Doétrine, 
[mmorality, ce. Thofe Men went up and down the 
Kingdom , and endeavoured to get new Prefermenté a 
mong the Piotettants. All the Churches are defired to 
beware of them : and to prevent their being impofed up- 
on by thofe falfe Brethren, the National Synods took care 
to defcribe them in their proper Colours. To give an In- 
{tance of ic, I fhall fee down the tollowing Paflage. 

‘* John Clopet, heretofore firnamed l Enfant, is a wretch 
ed Heretick, and a Friend to the Mais ; only he does 
not approve the Invocation of Saints, nor praying for 
the dead: But he maintains that good and wicked Mea 
have rhe fame Privilege of partaking of the Body of 
“ Chuft, He alfo approves Celibacy , and pretends that 
a one ought to pray towards the East. He fays chat Cal 


ce 


e. 


_ vin did very ill to write about Predeftination ; and that. 


Men may perfe&tly obferve all the Commandiments of 

God. He is a Minifter of alow Stature ; he has ared 

** Beard, clear Eyes, and a tawny Face ; he Scammers. 

: He is a Savoyard, Of Twenty five Years of Age: He 
Was born in the County of Breffe. pag. 78. 

2. There 


ape 
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3. There are at the end of this Synod, feveral Srarutes 
and Decrees concerning Marriage; drawn up at their Re- 
gueft by Mr. Calvin. Phe Xfth Decree runs thus : 

“ The Queftion is, For whar Cawfes a Marriage may and 

** ought t0 be declared void? 
Anfwer 1. 


© If a Wife fneuld complain that her Husband is. be- 
“ witch’d, orunfit for Generation ; and if the Husband 
‘“« confefles ic 3 or the thing appears to be true, upon In- 
“ fpeftion , then the Marriage thal] be declared void and 
“* the \Wite flail be feparated from herHusband,end at full 
“ Liberty ; and the Husband ihall be forbidden re im- 
«© pole upon any other Woman for the time to come. 


Il. 


‘“« Ifa Husband fhould make the fame Complaint about 
“ his Wife, and declare that he cannor live with her, by 
* Reafon of fome Imperfection in her Body, and fhe will 
“ not fuffer it co be removed by a proper Remedy, the 
“ thing being fully proved,the Marriage {hall be declared 
** void. pag. 93. 


VIVA National Synod held at Rochelle in the 
Year I § 71. 


1. Beza informed the Synod that many Hereticks in Po- 
land and Tran{ylvania (pread their Frrors againft the Di- 
vine and Human Nature of fefus Chrift, and revived the 
falfe Do&trines of Photinus, Pawlus Samojatenus, Neffirius, 
Extyches, and other Herefiarchs, among which (lays the Sy- 
nod) one ought to reckon Mahomet, the moft dreadful of ad che 
Antitrinitarians, Whereupon the Affembly made the tol. 


lowing Decree. ‘“* This Advice appears fo important to 
“* all che Members of the Synod, chart they proteft to 
“ have an Horror tor thofe Abominable Herefies; ..... 


‘© and therefore all che Paftors , Elders and Deacons, and 
** senerally all the Fairhfal,. are exhorted ro prevent the 
* Jotroduciion of thofe Heretical Doctrines into the Re- 
“* formed Churches of France”. Pag. 98, 99. 

>. This Synod order'd, That che Bilhops of England 
fhould be informed,that che Books of rhe Hereticks above- 
mention’d were carry'd into their Country ; and chat they 
fhould be defired co forbid the Reading of chem, if they 
could not prevent their being imported into England, and 
fuld in their '/ioceies, Pag. 99. 
3. * The 29th Article of the Confefion of Faith , and 
‘’ others concerning the Difeipline of the Church, having 
“ been read; the Minifter of Bourdeaux has informed the 
‘ Affembly , thata Phyfician maintains, that the Magi- 
** Arate is the Head of tke Church ; and that what che Mi- 
‘* nifters do, is amere EYTangy 3 and chat he has deli- 
‘“vered a Paper, containing his Reatons, and figned 
“ with hisown Hand. ‘*hereupon it has been declared, 
‘© That the Affembly ratifies the Article above-mention’d ; 
“ and chat our Conf: ffiun is contrary to the Erroneous Do- 
“ G&rine of the faid Phylician , and of all others, who will 
“ abolifh the Difcipline of the Church, by confounding 
“© ie with the Civil and Political Government of the Ma- 
“ giftrates ; and chat the fame Confeflion condemns alfo 
“* all the Errors which proceed from that falie Doctrine. 
Ibid, 

In the next Article , Beza was defired to confute the 
Arguments of that Phyfician. 

4. The following Article is very curious, and will af- 
ford Matter for feveral Reflexions 

“ In the 36th Article of the faid Confefion, the Word 
‘* Union ought co be inferted inftead of Unity Whereup. 
“on the Deputies of the Me of France and Berry have re- 
“ monftrated, that there is a Neceflisy of explaining the 
“ faid Article , becaufe it mentions a Participation of rhe 
“* Subftance of Jefus Chrift in the Lora’s Supper. But after 
“ along Conference, it has been refolved that the Synod, 
‘* approving our Confeffion, rejects the Opinion of thofe, 
“ who will not admit the Word Subftance contain’d in the 
« faid Article. By which Word the Synod does not 
“ mean any Conjun‘iion, Mixture, Change , or Trant- 
«‘ mutation, in a grofs and carnal Senfe, like that of Bo- 
«“ dies; bute a true, Spiritual, and moft ftrici Conjunii- 
“on, whereby Jefus Chrift himfelf is fo unired to us, 
“ and weto him, that there isno bodily Conjunction, 
“ cirher Natural or Artificial, that is fo clofe. Which 
ought not to be fo ynderitood as if his Subfiance, oF 

































































JANUARY I7It. 183 


* Perfow, being united to our Perfows, fhould make a 


Third Perfon; but only his Virtue, and Grace, are by 
that means more ftrictly imparted and communicated 
tous. And therefore we diflenre from theft, who fay 
that we on/y partake of his Merits, and of the Gifts he 
beftows upon us dy bis Spirit, without communicating 
himfelf tous, (fans que lui-méme foit fait weire:) Bur, 
on the contrary, we adore thatGrear, Supernatural, and 
Incomprenenfible Myftery of she real and moist efficacions 
Operation eof Jefus Chrift im as, as St. Paul cettifies in 
his Epiftie to the Epseffans. We believe therefore chart 
" we are made Partakers of the Redy of Chritt deliverea up 
forus, and of his Blood fhed for us; and that we are 
fief of his feth , ana bone of his bones, by receiving him 
and all his Gifts together with him, through Faith bi - 
gotren in us by the incomprehenfible Virrue and EP 4 
‘* cacy of the Holy Spirit. And to we anderitand rhefe 
Patiages of che Gofpel : Whoeloever eateth the Refh, ana 
arinketh the blood of Jefus, bas ever lafting hfe : Jefus 
Chrift is the vine, and we are the branches, and that we 
mu dwell in him, to bear fruit; that we are members of 
his ay 5 and that as death came upon as through rhe fief 
Adam, je we muft truly partake ef the Second Ad til, te 
' have ife through him  \WVheretore all the Paftors, and 
generally all the Faithful dhall be exhorted not to coun. 
tenance the Opinions contrary to this Declaration, 
which is formally grounded upon the Word of God 
Pag 99; 1cO. 

Iris no ealy thing to form an Idea of the DoSrine cons 
tandinthis Article The next Synod made an Alrers- 
tio in it ; importing, that they did nor defign to do any 
Prejudice to the Foreign Churches, which had foe 
Reatons nor to ufe the woid Su farce, 

§. The Churches of the Lionmes contulted this Synod ; 
and deiired to know how they thould proceed in centuring 
thole, who had changed their Religion during the Trou. 
bles. The Synod, confidering what Sr, Auguflin lays of 
a Church tull ot Diunkards, That ‘tis besser te WOVE & Viti- 
ous Church, than none at al, gave a Very prudent Anfwer. 
They declared, thar it feem'd neceflary to have a greater 
Regard co the Quality, and Circumitances of Men, than 
to the Grievoulucis of their Faults, Oe. Pag. 10g. 


ee 


Xb National Synod held at Sainte Foy, in the 
Year 1578. 


1. * Asfor what concerns the maftiner of explaining 
“ the Holy Scripture, the Minitters thall be exhorted ta 
expound as much of the Sacred Text as they can, avoid. 
ing all manner of Oftentation and long Digreffions, 
without quoting a multitade of Paflages one atter ano- 
“ ther, and propoling feveral Interpretatnons. They thall 
very {paringly quote the Writings of the Ancient ido- 
“ Gors, much lets Hiftories and prophane Books, left 
‘the Authority of the Scripture fhould not fufliciently 
*‘ appear. Pag. 127. 

2. The Contiftory of Roche#e having defired the Prince 
of Conde to forbear receiving the Communion, becaule a 
Sea- prize had been made by his Orders, after the Publica. 
tion of che lait Edict ot Pac:fcartion; that Prince appeal’d 
tothis Synod. He alledged tor his Juftification, that the 
Prize had been made, betore the Forty Days of the Publi- 
cation of the Peace were expired, and upon his Enemies 
and thofe of the King of Navarre. He added, that ir 
Was a political Affair, and confequently that the Contittory 
had nothing to do with it. ihe Confittory antwered, 
That the Church and City of Rochede were very much 
fcandalized at fuch a thing , becaufe they weve look’d 
upon as Infringers of the publick Peace, and Concealers 
of Pirates and Robbers, and that it was their Duty, con- 
fidéring their Office in the Church, to prevent fuch Scan- 
dals. The Synod having weigh'd the Reafons on both 
Sides , commended the Confiftory of Rochee for their 
Zeal. However, they wifhd the Confiftory had not been 
fo haity in an Affair of fo great Importance. They de- 
fired His Highnefs to be reconciled to the Church of Ros 


hele 5 and then he fhould be admitted to the Lord’s-Ta- 


ble. Pag. 133, 134 
It muft be confeft, that ic was a great piece of Pre. 
fumption for fome fewMinifters andLay-Eldeis,to refute 
the Communion, upon fuch an Account, to a Prince of 
the Blood Royal, who was the Head of the Protefant 
Parry. Atchis rate Kings and Princes mnft give an Ac, 
coune 
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count of their Condu& to a Contiory or Synod ; and 
confequently thofe Affemblies will have an Authori 

Superior to theirs. The Gente? of Rochelle was alfo 
guilty of great Imprudence ; for if the Prince of Condé 
had turn’d Roman Catholick, out of Refentment, his 
Change might have occafion’d the Deftruétion of the Pro- 


teftant Religion in France. 


Xth National Synod held at Figeac in Quercy, in 
the Year 1§79. ) 


1. “ Forafmuch as Marriage was chiefly infticuted to 
get Children and avoid Fornication ; the Marriage of 
“ 4 Man, who is known to be an Eunuch, fhall not be 
‘ folemniz’d in \the Reformed Church. Page 140. 

4. © The Churches, in which the Verfes of the Pfalms 
‘< are read aloud, before they are fung, fhall be admo-~ 
‘« ‘nith’d to abftain from fuch an improper Cuftom. Thofe 
‘« that obferve it, fhall be cenfured for it. Pag. 143+ 

3. The following Decree concerns many indevout:Per- 
fons, who. neither kneel’d down, nor pull d off their Hats 


at publick Prayers. Pag. 143. 


XILth National Synod held at Vitré in Bretagne, 
in the Year 1583. 
“ Several Perfons have.complain’d of the Cenfure, 


“ which the laft Synod of Rochelle paft upon the Expofition 
‘* + of Genefit, written by (James) Brocard ; (fee the 128th 





+ That Book is entiti’'d, Myftica & Prophetica Interpre- 
tatio libri Genefews. It was alfo printed at Leyden ix 
1584. in 4to. The fame Author bas alfo publifo'd , yftica 
& Prophetica Interpretatio Libri Levitici. 


‘- demned as an impious 





JANUARY I7IIL 


“ page of thefe Memoirs) whereby that Work was con. 
Hp Meo becaufe the holy Word of 
“ God is prophaned in it, and things are explain’d too li. 
 terally. Though fome were willing to excufe the Au- 
“ thor, becaufe he agrees with us in all the Articles of 
“ our Faith ; neverthelefs this Affembly ‘confirms the 
“ Cenfure of the faid Srnec , judging that a Do€trine is 
““ impious, not only when it is contrary.to the Articles 
“ of our Faith, but alfo when it corrupts, in any thing 
“ whatfeever, the true Senfe of the Canonical Scripture, 
“‘ becaufe it is the Foundation of the whole Chrifti. 
© an Doftrine , which tt that Author overthrows in his. 


“* Expofition. &c. Pag. 171. 


If every Man, who puts.a wrong Senfe upon fome 
Words of the Scripture, without being aware of ir, js 

ilty of an impious Doétrine, the Number of impious 
Dofirines will be prodigioufly great, This Synod carries 
the thing too far. Were the Fathers of this Council fure, 
that they themfelves never miftook the crue Senfe of any 
Paffage in the Scripture ? Their faying that a Dodrine j, 
impious,when it is contrary to the Articles (they mean,doubr. 
lefs ,any Article) of their Faith,appears to me a very ftrange 
Affertion, and looks like a Pretenfion to Infallibility. 


It will not be improper to inform the Readers, that the 
following Synods will afford me a great deal of Curious 
Matter. 





tt This Word (which) makes avery wrong Senfe, unlefs it 
be Ay tothe Words [true Senfe of the Canonical Scri- 
pture. 





LONDON. 


T H E following Book is newly come out. 

The Works of the moft Iluftrious and Pious A R- 
MAND DE BOURBON, Prince of CONTY: 
With a foort Account of his Life. Colle&ed and tranflated 
from the French. To which are added fome other Pieces ; 
and a Difcourfe of Chriftian Perfe&tion, by the Archbifhop 
<. Cambray, never before publifh'd. London : Printed for 

illiam Bray, at the Eaft-End of the Inner-Walk of Exeter 
Change. 1711. in 8vo. 


This Volume confifts of feveral Pieces, that are grown 
very fcarce. It contains, befides a fhort Account of rhe 
Life of the Prince of Conty, 1. The Duties of the Great. 
II. Memoirs concerning the Obligations of a Governor of a 
Province. II. Memoirs concerning the Government of the 
Prince of Conty’s Heufe. IV. His Laf Will, V. ATrea- 
tife againft Plays and Shows, VI. A Second Treatife againft 
Plays and Shows. VII. Decrees of the Councils concerning 
Plays and Publick Shows. VIII. The Sentiments of the Fa- 
thers, relating to Plays and Publick Shows. Collefed by the 
Prince. 1X, The Opinion of St. Francis de Sales concerning 
Balls, Plays, Games, &c. with Remarks upon it. X. A Dif- 
courfe of Chriftian Perfection, written to a Perfon of great 
tty by the Archbifoop of Cambray , and never before pub- 
jp 4. 


Armand de Bourbon, Prince of Conty, Father of the late 
Prince of that Name, was engaged in a War, for which 
he exprefs'd a deep Sorrow all the remaining Part of his 





Life. His Laft Will is a Curious Piece, and an undeni- 
able Proof of the Sincerity of his Repentance. The 
Writings of that Prince are full of Pious Thoughts ; 
and it appears by them, that no Man was ever more fen- 
fible of the Vanity of Worldly Things. 


He ufed to fay, “ That it was a great Error to 
“ think that it is enough for Princes to have a fuperfi. 
** cial Tin&ture of Learning. For, fince they are efta. 
“ blifhed by God for the Government of the People 
*“ they are obliged to learn tage every thing that is 
‘‘ neceflary for that end, that they may be capable of 
“* Judging of Things bytheir own Knowledge, and not 
“ depend on the Intormation of others. Thac it is bet. 
** ter co be altogether ignorant, than half-learned ; be. 
caufe Ignorance makes one diftruft himfelf, and take 
Counfel of others ; whereas an imperfe& and fuper- 
ficial Knowledge fills a.Man with a vain Prefumption 
which is the Caufe that thinking he knows what he is 
ignorant of, he is perpetually falling into Miftakes. 


In his Treatife of the Duties of the Great, he fays 
‘“ A Great Man ought to hazard his Pofleflions. ‘his 
Fortunes, his Places , and Life ir felf, rather than 
have any Share in the leaft Injuftice ; rather than omic 
2 the leaft Part of his Duty ; rather than be filenr, when 
¢ he is obliged to fpeak ; rather than {peak , when he is 
obliged co be filent ; rather chan a& , when he is ob- 
_, liged not to a&t; rather than not to att, when there 

is an Obligation to a. 


~ 
~ 


Page fom ther 
of that Illuftrious and truly Pious Bringe. 


I with I could infert in this 
Thoughts 
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